Message

From: Lindstrom, Andrew [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=04BF7CF26AA44CE29763FBC1C1B2338E-LINDSTROM, ANDREW]
Sent: 4/22/2016 3:37:52 PM

To: 'Post, Gloria' [Gloria.Post@dep.nj.gov]
Subject: RE: Paulboro info
Gloria,

This will help us make the case for involvement as a "communities” type of project.

it still has {0 be decided by the managers though. Pve tried {o contact the regional folks but | think are out today.
i et yvou know when we hear anything.

Thank you very much,

Andy

From: Post, Gloria [mailto:Gloria.Post@dep.nj.gov]
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2016 10:28 AM

To: Lindstrom, Andrew <Llindstrom.Andrew @epa.gov>
Subject: Paulboro info

See Demographics section: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulsboro, New Jersey

About vinyl chloride train wreck:

http://media.nj.com/gloucestercounty impact/other/NJDOH%20Health%20Survey%20Results
pdf

http://www.nj.gov/health/ceohs/documents/pau/factsheet.pdf
http://www.nj.com/gloucester-

county/index.ssf/2014/05/paulsboro train derailment caused health problems in half of
residents doh report says.html

About air and water pollution from refineries that are located right within the town.
http://6abc.com/news/classes-to-resume-after-fumes-incident-at-paulsboro-hs/563016/
http://www.courierpostonline.com/story/news/local/south-iersey/2014/06/19/paulsboro-
refinery-among-states-worst-water-polluters/10862763/
http://articles.philly.com/2009-04-01/news/24984035 1 epa-plan-epa-officials-air-quality

About PFNA in drinking water:
http://patch.com/new-jersey/westdeptford/drinking-water-contamination-in-paulsboro-
requires-urgent-attention

From petition to ATSDR to study Pauslboro PFC exposure:
http://delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/resources/Letters/ATSDR%20Petition%20Fi
nal%208.2.13.pdf
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Other people who may be concerned about this issue include Environmental Justice
advocates who are concerned about the overburdening of communities with
environmental stresses. Thorofare, West Deptford, and Paulsboro are bearing a large
burden due to the potential public health impacts of PFNA. EPA’s environmental justice
policy states “...no group of people, Page 4 of 6 including a racial, ethnic, or
socioeconomic group, should bear a disproportionate share of the negative
environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial
operations ...”.

West Deptford/Thorofare, the areas surrounding the Solvay Solexis facility and
neighboring Paulsboro where the PFNA-contaminated raw water sample was obtained
by NJDEP are exposed to a large number of potential pollution sources. Paulsboro in
particular is an industrialized borough with many refineries, manufacturing plants, port
facilities and laboratory facilities. Paulsboro recently experienced a train derailment that
released potentially deadly vinyl chloride to the air and water; a rail yard is housed
nearby. These all combine to impose a disproportionately heavy environmental burden,
with negative consequences. Photos of the facilities and neighborhoods in the area and
news articles about the train derailment are attached. (Attachment 5—package of
photos and articles)

See highlighted paragraph that summarizes all of the above.
http://www.nispotlight.com/stories/13/11/04/tests-heighten-worries-about-toxins-in-water-
in-paulsboro-west-deptford/

TESTS HEIGHTEN
PAULSBORO-

Eeid LA NN O

RIES ABOUT TOXINS IN WATER

Company trying to find source of potentially cancer-causing PFCs detected in public supplies

A chemical company operating in West Deptford said it has begun testing public water supplies for PF(s, 2
potentially carcinogenic class of chemicals that has been previously detected there, in an effort to find the
souree of the contamination,

The anncuncement by Solvay Solexis came days after officials in nearby Paulshoro said they had found radium
exceeding the federal health standard in the public water supply, and had shut down a well where it had
ocourred, albeilt some nine months after the contamination was first detected,

& state Department of Environmental Protection official plaved down the radium report, saying it was a minor
technical violation, while an environmentalist argued that #t showed residents had been exposed {0 an elevaled
risk of cancer and that state and local officials had failed to stop the contamination immediately when i was
discovered.
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The reports underline concern about alr and water contamination in and around Paulsboro, whete officials have
found Mew Jersey’s highest recorded level of PENA -- a subset of PRy - apd where factories, port facllities and 5
refinery represent a dluster of potential pollition solrces. Contamination concerns intensified with the spill of
toxic vinyl chiaride from a derailed frefght Daln h Movember 2012,

In West Deptford, Solvay said it has started an “extensive voluntary technical investigation” into whether PFCs
are contaminating public water systems near its plant, whether the chemicals are polluting surface water and
sediments near the Delaware River, and whether groundwater monitoring wells are being affected.

The company said it is taking samples from public water-supply systems near the plant, from surface water and
sediments in selected locations near the Delaware River; and from some groundwater monitoring wells, It will
also monitor arborne PFC emissions from the plant,

State officials have said that Solvay is the likely source of contamination.

Plant manager Geoff Pass said in a statement that the company is “committed to getling it done as quickly as
possible in coordination with MIDEP and ouwr local community so that we can betier understand the current
situation, possible causes and appropriate follow-up steps.”

The comparny, which produces materials used in architectural coatings, plastic parts manufacturing and
automotive applications, said it eliminated PFMNA from s West Deptford operation in 2010, and participatesin a
LLS. Envirenmental Protection Agency program to cut the chemical in waste streams by 95 percent.

PFCs, used in household products such as Teflon, and industrial applications like lubricants and pesticides, can
cause testicular and Kidney cancer, as well as increased cholestercl in humans, and are linked to reproductive
and developmental problems in animals, according to Delaware Riverkeeper Networl, an envivonmental group
that is campaigning against the use of the chemicals,

in August, DRN called on the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry to conduct a public health
investigation inte PFNA and other PFCs released from the Solvay site.

The possibility that PFCs have contaminated public water supplies with cancer-causing agents is worrying the
Township of West Deptford, which is considering conducting an independent investigation, said Samuel Clanfaring,
a township commitieeman,

“We just want to get where the truth is,” Clanfarind told NJ Spotlight.

He said Solvay appears to be “doing what it can” to identify the pollution source but is hindered by the lack of
formal standards establishing safe limits for PFCs. The standards, known as Maxdmum Contaminant Limits, or
#CLs, are set by state or federal governments for many potentially toxic substances.

“I'm concerned that the DEP doesn’t have MCLs for these chemicals,” Clanfarind said. “Can vou really expect
corporations to do something that even vour government agencies have not established standards for?”

According to Tracy Carluccio, deputy director of Delaware Riverkeeper, such Umits could have been established
by the Brinking Water Quality Institube, a statutory panel that advises the state DEP, but which has not mel since
2010 because, she said, it was “shut down” by the Christie administration.

Larry Ragoness, a spokesman for the DEP, denied the DWQ! had been shut down. Iy fact, he said, it had not
worked for the last three yvears because some of s 11 members dropped out, and that they were not replaced
because officials were preoccupied with the long-term emergency created by Sandy and other storms.

The panel s now awaiting new members, including three due to be appointed by Gov, Chyis Christie, and is
expected to resume its work by the end of 2013, Ragonese said.
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Meanwhile, there is a federal MCL for two kinds of radium found in a Paulsbore water well, and officials are
working to bring that back down to within the legal lUmit,

i late October, the city's waler department issued a notice saying that the Dwo isotopes, Combined Radiwm 226

and 228, were first found Lo violate the MCL for drinking water on January 15, and that the levels rose further in
later tests on April 9 and July 16,

The first samplte reported by the department registered 5.91 pC/L in January - above the official Umit of 5 -
rising Lo 6.67 in April, and 7.11 in Judy.

The contamination was coming from one well, which was shut down on Sept. 30, according to the notice.

The department said the discovery of the viclations does not constifute an emergency, and that there is no need
1o boll water or take any other corrective action.

But, echoing the advice of the federal Envirenmental Protection Agency, the notice said that some people who
drink water containing the elements above the MCL over “many vears” have an Increased risk of getling cancer,
Anvone with specific health concerns should see a doctor, the City said

Offictals are working on a plan to add manganese {0 the affected well in an effort 1o bring down radium levels to
within the official mit of 5 picoCuries per liter, said John Daly, supervisor of the Paulsbore Water Department.

Ragonese of the DEP called the radium results “a very minor technical viclation of naturally occurring radium,
and not a significant health risk.”

He argued that the EPA™s maxdmum contaminant limit was based on the projection that one in 10,000 people
would have an elevated risk of getiing cancer after being exposed to radium above the Umit over their Hifetime,
or 70 years,

Asked why the DEP didn’t require the well 1o be shut down after being informed of the first violation in January,
Ragonese said that such action would not have been justified by the marginal nature of the reading. If the
samples had shown radium at “300 or 3,0007, the DEP would have required the well to be shutdown immediately,
e sadd.

“It’s not uncommon at all for slight radium spikes,” Ragonese said,
But DRN's Carluccio insisted that the readings represent a serious violation.

“ERaA has published findings that 1 in 10,000 people will get fatal cancer from chronic exposure of over 5 pl per
liter of water,” she wrote in an email. “50 iU is a health risk 1o exceed the 5 Himit and o allow the limit to be
excesded for many months exposed people who drink the water in Paulsboro 1o an elevated risk of getting fatal
cancer.”

Since the violations were allowed 1o continue for some nine months, i sounds as if someone was asleep at the
wheel, including DEP, who s supposed to stay on top of contamination incidents like these,” Carluccio said.

Jon Huedle s o Philadelphia-based freelance reporier who covers snergy, environmental, and generat news for
national and regional media.
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